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Abstract: After the adoption of the Turkish alphabet based on Latin letters on November 1, 1928, in
the Republic of Turkey, a comprehensive literacy campaign was organized. This process is called the
“alphabet reform” in the historical literature. During the alphabet reform process, reading and writing
were taught to the public in various institutions, and some newspapers also included pages that could
be evaluated within the scope of teaching literacy to the public. One of these newspapers is Vakit
newspaper. In the section titled “National Schools Page of Vakit Newspaper” in Vakit newspaper,
various information and texts were available to provide education to the public. In this context, it can
be said that VVakit newspaper had an important place in the history of Turkish teaching. In this study, it
was aimed to examine the section titled “National Schools Page of Vakit Newspaper” in some issues
of Vakit newspaper in 1929 in terms of Turkish teaching. In this context, 58 newspapers published in
1929, including the section titled "National Schools Page of Vakit Newspaper", were selected as
samples. The examined newspapers were published between 4 January 1929 and 3 March 1929. In the
study, in which the document analysis method was used, the data were analyzed with the content
analysis technique. In the study, it was determined that Vakit newspaper played an active role in
teaching Turkish to the public during the alphabet reform process.
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Ozet: Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nde 1 Kasim 1928 tarihinde Latin harfleri esash Tiirk alfabesinin kabul
edilmesinin ardindan kapsamli bir okuma yazma seferberligi diizenlenmistir. Bu siireg tarih alan
yazminda “harf inkilabr” olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Harf inkilabi siirecinde ¢esitli kurumlarda halka
okuma yazma Ogretilmis, ayrica bazi gazetelerde de halka okuma yazma Ogretimi kapsaminda
degerlendirilebilecek sayfalara yer verilmistir. Bu gazetelerden biri de Vakit gazetesidir. Vakit
gazetesinde yer alan “(Vakt)m Millet Mektepleri Sayifas1” baglikli boliimde, halka egitim vermek igin
cesitli bilgi ve metinler mevcuttur. Bu sayfadaki bazi boliimler, genel egitimin yani sira halka Tiirkge
Ogretmeyi amaglayan bir igerige de sahiptir. Bu baglamda Vakit gazetesinin Tiirkge 6gretim tarihi
acisindan dnemli bir yere sahip oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu ¢aligmada, Vakit gazetesinin 1929 yilindaki
bazi sayilarinda yer alan “(Vakt)in Millet Mektepleri Sayifasi” baslikli bolimii Tiirkge Ogretimi
acisindan incelemek amaglanmistir. Bu kapsamda “(Vakt)in Millet Mektepleri Sayifasi” baslikli
boliimiin yer aldigi 1929 yilinda yayimlanmis 58 gazete Orneklem olarak secilmistir. Incelenen
gazeteler 4 Kanunusani 1929-3 Mart 1929 tarihleri arasinda yayimlanmistir. Dokiiman incelemesi
yonteminin kullanildig1 ¢calisgmada veriler, igerik analizi teknigiyle ¢oziimlenmistir. Calismada, harf
inkilabr siirecinde Vakit gazetesinin halka Tiirk¢e 6gretiminde etkin bir rol oynadigi tespit edilmistir.
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Introduction

After the adoption of the Turkish alphabet based on Latin letters on November 1, 1928,
a comprehensive literacy campaign was organized. This process is called the “alphabet
reform” in the historical literature. People were taught to read and write in institutions
such as “Tiirk Ocaklar1”, “Millet Mektepleri”, “Halk Okuma Odalan”, “Halkevleri”
(Giines, 2011; Tiirkoglu & Uga, 2011; Bayraktutan, 2020; Kara, 2020; Doganer, 2022)
and it was aimed that the alphabet reform would be adopted and become widespread. In
the literacy campaign, besides the training in schools and various institutions, some
newspapers also included information and texts that could be evaluated within the scope
of teaching literacy to the public. In other words, newspapers as a means of mass
communication aimed to make a remarkable contribution to the literacy campaign in the
alphabet reform process and played an educational role.

One of the newspapers aiming to introduce the Latin letters to the public during the
alphabet revolution is the A¢iksoéz. Zorlu and Temel (2019, pp. 75-95) state that, in the
Aciks6z newspaper, besides the intellectual support for the alphabet reform, numbers
and texts written with new letters were included. The Cumhuriyet Newspaper also
contributed to the reading and writing of new letters and the continuation of public
education (Erkmen, 2020, p. 3538). In addition, literacy activities were also included in
the Milliyet newspaper, and some newspapers distributed “pocket alphabet” to the
public (Sahin, 1992, pp. 225-226). These examples are interesting in that newspapers
had the function of educating the public as well as providing up-to-date information to
the public. Another newspaper that contributed to the diffusion of the alphabet
revolution in this period was the Vakit newspaper. In the section titled "National
Schools Page of Vakit Newspaper” in some issues of the Vakit newspaper in 1929,
various information and texts were included in order to provide education to the public.
Some sections on this page had content that aimed to teach Turkish to the public as well
as general education. In this context, it can be said that Vakit newspaper has an
important place in terms of literacy and Turkish teaching history. For this reason, the
role of the Vakit newspaper in teaching literacy to the public is a subject worth
researching. At this juncture, it is useful to mention the place of the Vakit newspaper in
the history of the press.

Founded in 1917 with the partnership of Mehmet Asim Us and Ahmet Emin Yalman,
the first issue of the newspaper Vakit was first published on October 22, 1917, and the
newspaper was closed in 1967 (Oflaz, 2021, p. 14-15). Yiicel (2022, p. 43) states that
Vakit strongly defended the idea of westernism and nationalism since its foundation.
According to Oflaz (2021, p. 15), Vakit newspaper worked as the official organ of the
Ankara government when it was under the direction of the Us brothers. Vakit
Newspaper also supported reforms, modern life and westernization after the
proclamation of the Republic. Algigek (2018, p. iv) states that Vakit newspaper had an
instructive task in the alphabet reform and actively fulfilled its role of conveying the
ideology of the state. As a result, Vakit newspaper supported the alphabet reform as
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well as other reforms and aimed to make it widespread. Vakit newspaper, which aimed
to teach reading and writing to the people as well as the Latin letters to be adopted by
the people with the "National Schools Page of Vakit Newspaper” in 1929, is a
newspaper worth examining in terms of the history of Turkish teaching as well as the
history of the press.

The aim of this study is to examine the section titled "National Schools Page of Vakit
Newspaper" in Vakit newspaper in terms of teaching Turkish. In this context, 58
newspapers published in 1929, including the section titled "National Schools Page of
Vakit Newspaper", were examined. The study is important in terms of exemplifying the
place of newspapers in teaching Turkish to the public in the historical process.

1. Method
1.1. Research Model

This study which has a qualitative model was designed as a case study. Archival
research and document analysis methods were used in the study. Archive and document
analysis is a method that systematically deals with the documents selected for the
purpose of the research (Giiglii, 2019, p. 167). In this study, since the newspaper texts
published in 1929 were examined, it is thought that the archive and document analysis
method is suitable for the purpose of the study.

1.2. Sample

The object of investigation in the research was chosen by purposive sampling technique.
Purposive sampling can be defined as the intentional selection of the sample that has the
qualities suitable for the purpose of the research (Erdogan and Uyan Semerci, 2021, p.
86). In this research, 58 issues of the Vakit newspaper published between January 4,
1929 and March 3, 1929, in which the section titled "National Schools Page of Vakit
Newspaper" was included, were determined as the sample. Since the other issues of the
newspaper were not suitable for the purpose of the research, they were not included in
the sample.

1.3. Data Collection and Analysis

The  examined newspapers  were  accessed on  01.10.2022  from
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/index.php, which was created within the
scope of the “Istanbul University Gazing at History from Newspaper Project”.

The data were analyzed by content analysis technique. Content analysis is the
systematic analysis of open or hidden meanings in texts (Glg¢li, 2019, p. 201). In other
words, content analysis includes the thematic classification and organization of data
(Yildirrm & Simsek, 2013). In this study, the data obtained from the newspapers
examined were analyzed under the themes of "initial literacy teaching"”, "reading
education™ and "general culture”.
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Figure 1

National Schools Page of Vakit Newspaper

January, 7 1929, Vakit Newspaper
2. Findings
2.1. Initial Literacy Teaching

The findings and comments within the scope of the initial literacy teaching theme are as
follows:

- There is a section titled "Folk Alphabet™ in the "National Schools Page of the Vakit
Newspaper". The author of this episode is Mitat Sadullah.

- The section called “Folk Alphabet” was featured in the newspaper for 20 days between
January 4, 1929 and January 24, 1929.

- In the newspaper, a sequence was followed from letters to syllables, from syllables to
words, from words to sentences in the initial literacy teaching.

- The order of teaching the letters is as follows: a, k, y, r, b, e,d,i,t,u,p,n,v,m, 0, ¢, z,
ﬁ) g’ 6) S) 57 13 13 h’ G’ f’j’ g’

- After the 29 letters, the sounds of “ka”, “gd”, “a4”, “1” were also included in the
newspaper. The differences of these sounds from similar sounds were exemplified.
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- The letters taught were illustrated with various visuals.

- Sounds were exemplified only with words at the beginning, and sentence examples
were also included in the following stages. For example, when teaching the "z" sound,
"{zmir daima bizimdir.” (Izmir is always ours.) sentence was used.

- Initially, the lower-case form of the letters was shown, and after all the letters were
finished, the upper-case form of the letters was included.

- Both the upright basic and cursive handwriting form of the letters were shown.

Figure 2

Teaching “g” and “0” sounds in Vakit Newspaper

January 14, 1929, Vakit Newspaper
2.2. Reading Education

The findings and comments within the scope of reading education theme are given
below:
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- Various reading texts were included in the section titled "reading” in the "National
Schools Page of the Vakit Newspaper".

- The newspaper contained texts such as fairytales, stories, poems, anecdotes and
essays. In addition, in some issues, proverbs on different subjects were also included in
the reading section.

- The most preferred text type in the reading section was fairytales. In addition to this,
Nasreddin Hodja jokes were frequently included.

- Many topics from homeland to agriculture, from life in nature to emotions were
discussed in the texts.

- Most tales and stories were not for one day, but for several days. For example, the
fairy tale "Ali Baba" lasted two days. With this technique, the interest of the reader was
tried to be kept alive.

- The texts were at a level that would appeal to both children and adults.

Figure 3

Reading Education in Vakit Newspaper

January 8, 1929, Vakit Newspaper
2.3. General Culture

The findings and comments within the scope of the general culture theme are given
below:
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- In the section titled “Do you know?” in the newspaper, reading texts containing
interesting information were included.

- This information addressed the general culture of the literate audience.

- In the newspaper there were some interesting headlines such as “Why does your cat
swell its back when it sees a dog?”, “Why do flowers smell good and where do they get
their scent from?”, “Why are you laughing?”. These headlines were of interest to the
reader.

- Some of the information in this section was related to social sciences and some to
science. It is possible to say that the diversity of topics was provided in the texts within
the scope of general culture.

Figure 4

General Culture Education in Vakit Newspaper

February 16, 1929, Vakit Newspaper
Conclusion, Discussion and Recommendations

In this study, the role of the Vakit newspaper in teaching Turkish to the public during
the alphabet reform process was discussed. In this context, 58 issues of Vakit newspaper
published in 1929 were evaluated in terms of teaching Turkish. The data were handled
within the framework of the themes of "initial literacy teaching”, “reading education”
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and "general culture”. Sample pages from the newspaper are included in the “Findings”
section. The study reveals that the Vakit newspaper played an active role in teaching
Turkish to the public during the alphabet reform process. This study also embodies the
educational function of newspapers in the historical process.

The alphabet reform and literacy campaign have an important place in the history of
Turkish teaching as well as in the history of public education. In this process, it is seen
that Vakit newspaper also contributed to the diffusion of literacy learning. In this
context, the results of this study overlap with the results of other studies in the literature
(Sahin, 1992; Zorlu & Temel, 2019; Erkmen, 2020).

The increase in the literacy rate is very important in terms of ensuring the spread of the
Republican ideology and revolutions. It is also known that the increase in the literacy
rate is indispensable for democratic governments. In this context, it is understood that
Vakit newspaper supported the values and revolutions of the Republic. In addition to
this ideological attitude, the increase in the literacy rate would naturally pave the way
for the newspaper's target audience to expand. In other words, the increase in the
literacy rate is closely related to the increase in the impact power of the newspapers. For
this reason, it can be said that Vakit newspaper's contribution to the literacy campaign
had both political and economic reasons.

In the literature, there are various studies on institutions that teach literacy to the public
during the alphabet reform (Bozkurt & Bozkurt, 2009; Akpinar & Kanalga, 2014;
Canak & Yesil, 2015; Kaya & Cakir, 2016; Ozen, 2021). However, the studies on
teaching Turkish to the public in the newspapers are very limited. In this context, it can
be said that the role of newspapers in Turkish teaching should be investigated. Such
studies are also interesting in that they show the changing functions of mass media.

This study is limited to the Vakit newspaper. Apart from the Vakit newspaper, one can
examine what kind of activities were carried out in the context of teaching literacy to
the public in other newspapers. In addition, the attitude of local newspapers towards the
alphabet reform is also worth investigating. On the other hand, examining the news
about the literacy campaign can also contribute to the history of Turkish teaching.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Tirkiye’de 1 Kasim 1928 tarihinde Latin harfleri esaslhi Tiirk alfabesinin kabul
edilmesinin ardindan kapsamli bir okuma yazma seferberligi baslatilmistir. Tiirk
Ocaklari, Millet Mektepleri, Halk Okuma Odalari, Halk Odalari, Halkevleri gibi
kurumlarda halka okuma yazma ogretilmis (Glines, 2011; Tiirkoglu ve Uga, 2011;
Bayraktutan, 2020; Kara, 2020; Doganer, 2022) ve harf inkilabinin yerlesip
yayginlasmasi amagclanmistir. Okuma yazma seferberliginde okullar ve ¢esitli
kurumlardaki egitimlerin yani sira bazi gazetelerde de halka okuma yazma o6gretimi
kapsaminda degerlendirilebilecek bilgi ve metinlere yer verilmistir. Baska bir deyisle
bir kitle iletisim araci olarak gazeteler de harf inkilab1 siirecinde okuma yazma
seferberligine somut katki sunmay1 amacglamis ve egitici bir rol tistlenmistir.

Harf inkilabi siirecinde Latin harflerini kamuoyuna tanitmayr amaclayan gazetelerden
biri Ag¢iksoz’diir. Zorlu ve Temel (2019, s. 75-95), Aciksoz gazetesinde harf inkilabina
yonelik diisiinsel destegin yani sira rakamlara ve yeni harflerle yazilan metinlere yer
verildigini belirtmektedir. Yeni harflerin okunup yazilmasina ve halk egitiminin
stirdiirilmesine Cumhuriyet Gazetesi de katki sunmustur (Erkmen, 2020, s. 3538).
Ayrica Milliyet gazetesinde de okuma yazma etkinliklerine yer verilmis, diger bazi
gazetelerde de halka “cep alfabesi” dagitilmigtir (Sahin, 1992, s. 225-226). Bu érnekler,
gazetelerin halka giincel bilgi iletme amacinin yan sira halki egitme islevi tagidigini
gostermesi bakimindan ilgi cekicidir. Bu donemde harf inkilabinin yayginlagsmasina
katki sunan gazetelerden bir digeri de Vakit gazetesidir. Cumhuriyet ideal ve
inkilaplarini savunan ve yayginlasmasini amaglayan Vakit gazetesinin (Algigek, 2018;
Oflaz, 2021) 1929 yilindaki baz1 sayilarinda yer alan “(Vakt)in Millet Mektepleri
Sayifas1” baglikli boliimde, halka egitim vermek i¢in c¢esitli bilgi ve metinlere yer
verilmistir. Bu sayfadaki bazi béliimler, genel egitimin yani sira halka Tiirkge 6gretmeyi
amaglayan bir igerige de sahiptir. Bu baglamda Vakit gazetesinin, okuma yazma ve
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Tiirk¢e 6gretim tarihi agisindan 6nemli bir yere sahip oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu nedenle
halka okuma yazma 6gretiminde Vakit gazetesinin rolii, arastirmaya deger bir konudur.

Bu calismanin amaci, Vakit gazetesinde yer alan “(Vakt)in Millet Mektepleri Sayifas1”
baglikli boliimi, Tiirkge 6gretimi agisindan incelemektir. Bu kapsamda 1929 yilinda
yayimlanmig 58 gazete incelenmistir. Calisma, tarihsel siirecte halka Tiirkge
Ogretiminde gazetelerin yerini drneklemesi bakimindan 6nem tasimaktadir.

Nitel modeldeki bu ¢alisma, durum desenindedir. Calismada arsiv ve dokiiman
incelemesi yontemi kullanilmastir.

Aragtirmanin inceleme nesnesi, amagli Ornekleme teknigi ile secilmistir. Vakit
gazetesinde “(Vakt)in Millet Mektepleri Sayifasi” baslikli boliimiin yer aldigi, 4 Ocak
1929-3 Mart 1929 tarihleri arasinda yayimlanmis 58 gazete Orneklem olarak
belirlenmistir. Gazetenin diger sayilar1 arastirmanin amacina uygun olmadigl igin
ornekleme dahil edilmemistir.

Incelenen gazetelere 01.10.2022 tarihinde “Istanbul Universitesi Gazeteden Tarihe
Bakis Projesi” kapsaminda olusturulan
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/index.php adresinden erisilmistir.

Veriler, icerik analizi teknigiyle ¢dziimlenmistir. Incelenen gazetelerden elde edilen

veriler “ilk okuma yazma 6gretimi”, “okuma egitimi” ve “genel kiiltlir” temalar1 altinda
¢Oziimlenmis ve yorumlanmaistir.

Arastirmada 6n plana ¢ikan bazi bulgu ve yorumlara asagida yer verilmistir:

- Gazetede, ilk okuma yazma O&gretiminde harflerden hecelere, hecelerden
sozciiklere, sozciiklerden ciimlelere dogru bir siralama takip edilmistir.

- Harflerin 6gretim siras1 soyledir: a, k, y, r, b, e, d, 1, t,u,p,n, v, m, 0, ¢, z, 1, g,
0,s,8 1,1,h,¢ 1], 8

- 29 harfin ardindan gazetede “ka”, “gad”, “a”, “1” seslerine de yer verilmistir. Bu
seslerin benzer seslerden farklar1 6rneklendirilmistir.

- Opgretilen harfler, cesitli gorsellerle drneklendirilmistir.

- Sesler baslangicta sadece sozcliklerle 6rneklendirilmis, ilerleyen asamalarda ise
ciimle 6rneklerine de yer verilmistir. Ornegin “z” sesi dgretilirken “Izmir daima
bizimdir.” climlesi kullanilmigtir.

- Harflerin 6ncelikle kii¢iik yazilis formu gosterilmis, biitlin harfler bittikten sonra
harflerin bliylik yazilis formuna yer verilmistir.

- Harflerin hem dik temel yazi hem de bitisik egik el yazis1 formu gosterilmistir.

- Gazetede ilk okuma yazma Ogretiminin yani sira okuma egitimi kapsaminda
degerlendirilebilecek metinlere de yer verilmistir. Gazetede masal, Oykii, siir,
fikra ve deneme tiirlinde okuma metinleri bulunmaktadir. Ayrica bazi sayilarda
farkli konulardaki atasozleri de okuma boltimiinde yer almistir.

- Okuma boliimiinde en ¢ok tercih edilen metin tiirii masaldir. Bunun yani sira
Nasrettin Hoca fikralarina da sikg¢a yer verilmistir.
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- Metinlerde vatandan tarima, dogadaki yasamdan duygulara kadar birgok konu
ele alinmistir.

- Masal ve dykiilerin cogu bir giinliik degil, birkag giinliiktiir. Ornegin “Ali Baba”
adli masal, iki giin stirmiistiir. Bu teknikle okuyucunun ilgisi canli tutulmaya
calisilmigtir.

- Metinler hem ¢ocuklara hem de yetigkinlere hitap edecek diizeydedir.

- Ayrica “Biliyor musunuz?” ve “Diinya Suuru” basliklar altinda ilging bilgiler
iceren ve okuyucunun genel kiiltiiriine seslenen metinlere de yer verilmistir.

Sonu¢ olarak bu c¢alisma, harf inkilabi siirecinde halka Tiirkge 6gretiminde Vakit
gazetesinin etkin bir rol oynadigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu calisma ayrica, tarihsel
stire¢ icinde gazetelerin egitsel islevini de somutlastirmaktadir.

Harf inkilab1 ve okuma yazma seferberligi, halk egitimi tarihinde oldugu kadar Tiirkce
Ogretimi tarthinde de dnemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Bu siiregte Aciksdz (Zorlu ve Temel,
2019), Cumhuriyet (Erkmen, 2020) ve Milliyet (Sahin, 1992) gibi gazetelerin yan1 sira
Vakit gazetesinin de okuma yazma Ogreniminin yayginlagsmasina katki sundugu
goriilmektedir.

Okuryazar oraninin artmasi, Cumhuriyet ideolojisinin ve inkilaplarinin yayginlagmasini
saglamak acisindan olduk¢a Onemlidir. Ayrica okuryazar oranmin artmasinin
demokratik yonetimler i¢in vazge¢ilmez oldugu da bilinmektedir. Bu baglamda Vakit
gazetesinin Cumhuriyet degerlerini ve inkilaplarini destekledigi anlagilmaktadir. Bu
ideolojik tutumun yam sira Tirkiye’deki okuryazar oranmnin artmasi, dogal olarak
gazetenin hedef kitlesinin de genislemesine zemin hazirlayacaktir. Baska bir deyisle
okuryazar oranmin artmasi, gazetelerin hem ekonomik giiciiniin hem de sdylem
giiclinlin artmasiyla yakindan iliskilidir. Bu nedenle Vakit gazetesinin okuma yazma
seferberligine sundugu katkinin politik oldugu kadar ekonomik bir arka plani oldugu da
sOylenebilir.

Bu c¢alisma, Vakit gazetesiyle sinirlidir. Vakit gazetesinin disinda diger gazetelerde
halka okuma yazma O&gretimi baglaminda nasil etkinliklerin gerceklestirildigi
incelenebilir. Bunun yani sira yerel gazetelerin harf inkilabina iliskin tutumu da
arastirmaya deger bir bagka konudur. Ayrica harf inkilab1 ve okuma yazma seferberligi
ile ilgili haberlerin incelenmesi de Tiirk¢e 6gretimi tarihine katki sunabilir.



